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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY 

 
Sierra Nevada Conservancy Grant Program 

Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, 
River and Coastal Protection Act of 2006 (Proposition 84) 

 
Applicant:   THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 
 
Project Title:    INDEPENDENCE LAKE ACQUISITION 
 
Application Number: SNC 080001 

 
PROJECT SCOPE 

 
The Independence Lake acquisition project is the first step in a large restoration and 
long term management plan for its watershed. The alpine lake, located near the town of 
Truckee in Nevada and Sierra Counties, is 2.5 miles long, 0.5 miles wide, and has a 
surface area of 625 acres. It is a rare fish refuge, the only lake in the Lahontan drainage 
still having a full complement of native fishes. It is also the only lake in California that 
supports a wild and self-sustaining population of federally threatened Lahontan cutthroat 
trout. Located on the project land, 0.75 miles of Independence Creek flows into the lake 
and provides critical trout spawning habitat. Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) funds 
will be combined with over $14 million dollars in other private and public funding to 
purchase the property. The Nature Conservancy will hold and manage the land for a 
minimum of five years, eventually making a determination whether to hold the land in 
perpetuity or to transfer the land to an appropriate agency. The project will protect the 
Independence Lake watershed and the Independence Creek ecosystems from future 
impacts from development or mismanagement.  
 
Outcomes delivered through the SNC grant: 

• Acquisition of 2,325 acres [ (Nevada County) APN 16-010-02,16-010-03, 16-010-
05, 16-010-07,16-020-01; (Sierra County) APN 19-050-07, 19-060-05,19-060-06] 

 
Additional Project Benefits:  
 

• Development of restoration and management plans for native fish, forest and 
recreation 

• Reduction of risk of catastrophic fire and subsequent erosion of sediments into 
the lake and creek  

• Managed public access to the property  
 

PROJECT SCHEDULE 
  

DETAILED PROJECT DELIVERABLES TIMELINE
Deposit SNC funds into escrow The Project Schedule will be set at 

the time the agreement is finalized.  
Close of escrow  
Review of Transaction Documents by SNC 
Project close out 
Final report  
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SNC PORTION OF PROJECT COSTS 
 
PROJECT BUDGET CATEGORIES TOTAL SNC FUNDING
SNC portion of land acquisition cost $ 1,00,000
SNC GRANT TOTAL  $ 1,000,000

 
OTHER FUNDING SOURCES  

 
ORGANIZATION  AMOUNT 
Nevada Desert Terminal Lake Fund $  7,200,000
Morgan Family  100,000
CA Resources Agency River Parkways 1,320,294
The Nature Conservancy  155,000
Wildlife Conservation Board  5,500,000
TOTAL ADDITIONAL FUNDS $ 14,275,294

 
 
 

PROJECT SUPPORT LETTERS 
 

• Ted Owens, Nevada County Supervisor 
• Alex Mas, Executive Director, The Northern Sierra Partnership 
• Sandra Morey, Region 2 Manager, CA Dept. of Fish and Game, 
• James Kirchner, Director, Central Sierra Field Stations, UC Berkeley 
• Gary Scoppettone, Section Chief, US Geological Survey 

 
 

               PROJECT PERFORMANCE MEASURES 
 

There are four Performance Measures common to all grants.  In addition, grantees are 
required to include between one and three project-specific measures.  Performance 
Measures listed here represent those proposed by applicants and may be modified 
through further discussion with SNC staff. 
 

• Linear Feet of Stream Bank Protected 
• Acres of Land Conserved 
 


