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PROJECT SCOPE 
 
The Mohawk Valley Stewardship Council (MVSC) will complete a plan to implement 
Phase I of a Hazardous Fuels Reduction (HFR) project, which will be designed to treat 
fuels on approximately 40 acres of mixed conifer forests at White Sulphur Springs 
Ranch (WSSR) and adjacent public lands.  The WSSR lies at the headwaters of the 
Middle Fork Feather River watershed, within the Sulphur Creek sub-watershed.  The 
Feather River watershed is located in California's northern Sierra Nevada and 
encompasses a broad variety of terrain, climate, historic use, and flora and fauna.  The 
Feather River watershed has long been recognized for its recreational and aesthetic 
values, as well as it water resource.  The anticipated high public use of WSSR for 
recreational purposes, coupled with its proximity to public and private wild lands and 
rural residential areas, results in a great need to reduce the risk and impacts of wildfire.  
WSSR has had no fuels treatment or thinning since the property was logged around the 
turn of the century. 
 
The planning grant will allow the MVSC to develop a plan to reduce the risk and impacts 
of large, damaging fires and to help restore healthy forest ecosystems at WSSR.  
WSSR backs up to Plumas NF lands that have had some recent fuels treatments (hand 
work and piling).  This project would complement this work as well as projects 
completed near-by on private lands by the Plumas County Fire Safe Council (near 
Whitehawk) to create a more contiguous land base and change expected fire behavior 
from fires that may remove the entire forest canopy to conditions where mostly surface 
fuels burn, reducing stand damage and spotting potential.  MVSC’s efforts to reduce fire 
occurrence and intensity would have a direct benefit to public lands and the community 
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of Mohawk Valley.  By improving forest conditions at WSSR, the public can continue to 
enjoy this property as a recreation and cultural center with reduced risk of catastrophic 
fire. 

 
PROJECT SCHEDULE 

 
DETAILED PROJECT DELIVERABLES TIMELINE 
Grant Administration September 2012 - December 2014 
6-month Progress Reports March 2013 
Resource Professional Services September 2012 - September 2013 
Monitoring June 2012 - September 2013 
Public Outreach 
 

June 2013 - December 2014 
 

Project Completion December 2014 
Final Report December 2014 
FINAL PAYMENT/FINAL PAYMENT 
REQUEST  January 2015 

 
PROJECT COSTS 

 
PROJECT BUDGET CATEGORIES TOTAL SNC FUNDING 
Direct Costs $13,500.00 
Indirect Costs $4,000.00 
Administrative Costs  $2,500.00 
GRAND TOTAL   $20,000.00 

 
 

PROJECT SUPPORT/OPPOSITION LETTERS 
 

• Plumas County BOS 
• Plumas County Museum Assoc. 
• Rotary Club of Portola 
• Mohawk Meadows Owners Assoc. 
• WhiteHawk Ranch Homeowners Assoc. 
• Valley Ranch Homeowners Assoc. 
• Plumas County Fire Safe Council 

 
PROJECT PERFORMANCE MEASURES 

 
There are four Performance Measures common to all grants.  In addition, grantees are 
required to include between one and three project-specific measures.  Performance 
Measures listed here represent those proposed by applicants and may be modified 
through further discussion with SNC staff.   
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1. Number and Type of Jobs Created 

This project is estimated to create about 2 FTE’s for resource professionals to   
conduct the necessary outreach, obtain agreements, develop treatment 
prescriptions, prepare the Forest Fire Prevention Exemption/CEQA, conduct 
surveys, and complete grant reporting.  Implementation of Phase II may generate 
about 2.9 FTE’s from forest products, depending on the amount of forest products 
which can be recovered from the final project. 

 
2. Number of Collaboratively Developed Plans and Assessments 

This project is expected to create the following: 
•    A Forest Fire Prevention Exemption Plan developed by resource professionals 

in collaboration with Plumas County Fire Safe Council, MVSC volunteers, 
adjacent landowners including the U.S. Forest Service, Cal Fire or other 
resource management agencies, as appropriate; 

•    Approvals by Cal Fire; 
•    A Hazardous Fuel Reduction Prospectus identifying treatment methods and 

standards for implementation.  This prospectus will be used in soliciting HFR 
contractors in the future; 

•    Establishment of pre-treatment monitoring plots and the collection of pertinent 
stand information such as tree stocking levels, surface fuel loadings, expected 
fire behavior, and photos. 

 
3. Percent of Pre-project and Planning Efforts Resulting in Project 

Implementation 
Completion of this project will allow MVSC to seek additional funding for on-the-
ground implementation of the needed Hazardous Fuel Reduction work at WSSR.  
One hundred percent of the proposed planning funds/effort will result in project 
implementation. 
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