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Background 
The Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) continues to play an active role working with 
the United States Forest Service (USFS), the Yosemite Stanislaus Solutions (YSS) 
collaborative, and other partners in ongoing efforts to restore portions of the Stanislaus 
National Forest that were burned in the 2013 Rim Fire. At the December 2013 SNC 
Board meeting, the Board authorized up to $1 million of remaining Proposition 84 funds 
to be directed to this restoration effort.  
 
Utilizing Executive Officer authority as previously approved by the Board, the SNC has 
awarded two planning grants for a total of $150,498 to Tuolumne River Preservation 
Trust (TRT), acting as the fiscal agent for YSS, and coordinating with the Stanislaus 
National Forest. The grants funded assessment of 80 springs in the Rim Fire Burn area 
and consequently the design and permitting for the restoration of four meadows, ten 
springs, and preliminary design for the replacement of two culverts. All of the planned 
restoration activities are within the Lower Cherry Creek watershed and formed the basis 
for a final implementation grant application. 
 
In February 2016, the Executive Officer awarded a grant (SNC #856), to the Tuolumne 
River Preservation Trust in the amount of $842,473.46 to implement restoration 
activities planned with previous grant funds. Consistent with delegated authority, the 
SNC consulted with the SNC Board Chair and Vice Chair (designated subcommittee), 
Tribal representatives, local water districts and public agencies prior to authorizing the 
grant. The project and grant is CEQA exempt per Executive Order B-23-13 and 
authority delegated to the Secretary for Natural Resources. 
 
Current Status 
Project description and location maps are attached to this staff report (Attachment A) 
and available for review on SNC website. The Tuolumne River Preservation Trust and 
project partners are preparing to implement restoration activities as soon as ground 
conditions are suitable and contracts are in place.  
 
Next Steps 
SNC staff will continue to monitor progress of the restoration efforts and work with 
grantee to coordinate reporting and administrative requirements of the grant. 
 
Recommendation  
This is an informational item only; no formal action is needed by the Board at this 
time, although Board members are encouraged to share their thoughts and 
comments. 

http://www.sierranevada.ca.gov/our-board/board-meetings/2016mar/aiviidatta.pdf

