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Focus on Forest Health

• Implement fuel treatment projects to reduce wildfire 
risks, protect watersheds tributary to water storage 
facilities, and promote watershed health. 

• Protect and restore rural and urban watershed health 
to improve watershed storage capacity, forest health, 
protection of life and property, and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

• Implement watershed adaptation projects in order to 
reduce the impacts of climate change on California’s 
communities and ecosystems. 



Background
The SNC Proposition 1 Grant Guidelines promote 

multiple California State planning priorities:

• California Water Action Plan
• 2013 California Water Plan Update
• 2012 Bioenergy Action Plan
• Safeguarding California (CNRA)
• AB 685 – the Human Right to Water



Public Comments

• Public meetings held in Visalia, Auburn, and Redding

• The SNC received 24 public comments and 
consulted with CNRA and CCC.

• Important changes to the Grant Guidelines were 
made as a result. 



Proposed Changes
• Reorganization of headings in document

• A proposed alternative to allow special acquisitions

• Addition of prescribed burning as an eligible project 
type

• Specific instructions to consult with California 
Conservation Corps/Local Conservation Corps

• Evaluation criteria clarified and examples of project 
benefits to watersheds expanded



Acquisition Alternative #1
(staff recommendation)

Category 1: Fee title acquisitions to support forest 
products manufacturing and/or biomass 
utilization facilities 

And

Category 2: Pre-acquisition or due diligence activities 
that will result in a fee title acquisition to 
support forest products manufacturing 
and/or biomass utilization facilities



Acquisition Alternative #2
Category 1: Fee title acquisitions to support forest products 

manufacturing and/or biomass utilization facilities, 
or fee title acquisitions or conservation easement 
acquisition to protect forested lands from 
conversion to other uses and protect natural 
resources 

And
Category 2: Pre-acquisition or due diligence activities that will 

result in fee title acquisitions to support forest 
products manufacturing and/or biomass utilization 
facilities, or will result in a fee title acquisition or 
conservation easement acquisition to protect 
forested lands from conversion to other uses and 
protects natural resources



Acquisition Alternative #3

Category 1: No acquisitions will be considered 

And

Category 2: No pre-acquisition or due diligence 
activities that result in an acquisition will 
be considered



Next Steps
• Finalize Grant Guidelines

• Finalize Grant Application Packet (GAP)

• Public Request for Proposals – July 1, 2015

• Applications Deadline – September 1, 2015

• Initial Grant Recommendations – December 2015



Recommendation

Staff recommends approval of the Sierra Nevada 
Conservancy Proposition 1 FY 2015-16/16-17 
Grant Guidelines, incorporating Acquisition 
Alternative #1 and all other Board 
recommendations; to make non-substantive 
changes as needed; and to take actions to 
implement the FY 2015-16/16-17 Sierra Nevada 
Conservancy Grant Program.
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