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Applicant:   Sierra Streams Institute  
 
Project Title:   Environs Mining Legacy Assessment Project 
 
Subregion:   Central 
 
County:   Nevada 
 
SNC Funding:   $  74,980.00 
 
Total Project Cost:  $135,980.00 
 
Application Number: 805 
 
Final Score:    86 
 

PROJECT SCOPE 
 

The Environs Site is a 38-acre property owned by the city of Nevada City (APN 05-100-
87), known as the “Environs Property”. The site is located adjacent to the south side of 
Deer Creek, a tributary of the Yuba River and drinking water source for Nevada City, 
approximately one (1) mile downstream of downtown Nevada City, California. 
 
The project area is adjacent to the Providence Mine Brownfields Cleanup site for lead, 
arsenic and cadmium. Preliminary assessments of the property have revealed 
concerning features that require futher examination and planning for future remediation. 
This project will complement investments from US Enviornmenal Protection Agency 
(EPA), Federal Emergency management Agency (FEMA), and local volunteers to  
complete the following items:  1) a field environmental survey of the entire Environs 
parcel, 2) a sampling plan, 3) sampling data from two mine waste piles, a mine drain 
tunnel and a discharge pipe, 4) an assessment report and remediation plan, 5) 
collaboration with appropriate regulatory agencies to determine a lead agency for 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and 6) a list of any additional studies or 
data needed for permits and CEQA review. 
 
The project supports the goals of Proposition 84 and of the Sierra Nevada Conservancy 
(SNC) by contributing to the protection and restoration of rivers and streams, their 
watersheds and associated land, water and other natural resources.   
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PROJECT SCHEDULE 
  

DETAILED PROJECT DELIVERABLES TIMELINE 
Site Reconnaissance/field mapping January 2016 
Final Monitoring Plan February 2016 
Water Sample Report April 2016 
Interim Soil Report May 2016 
CEQA Permitting/Research Updates June 2016 
CEQA Lead Agency Identification August 2016 
Final Remediation Plan August 2016 
Six month Progress Reports  April 2015,  

October 2015,  
April 2016,  
October 2016 

FINAL PAYMENT/FINAL PAYMENT REQUEST  March 1, 2017 
 

PROJECT COSTS 
 

PROJECT BUDGET CATEGORIES 
TOTAL SNC 

FUNDING 
Direct*  
Project Management $44,200.00 
Contracts  7,500.00 
CEQA/Permitting work 2,500.00 
Indirect**   
Laboratory Fees $10,000.00 
Mileage 200.00 
Supplies 800.00 
Administrative***  
Overhead @ 15% $9,780.00 
GRAND TOTAL   $74,980.00 

*    Direct: Direct costs are expenses necessary to acquire, construct, or to adapt property to a new or 
different use, or to improve property including land, buildings and equipment.  The property/expense 

     must have a useful life longer than one year. 
**  Indirect:  Expenses involve ongoing operations, repair or maintenance costs, regardless of whether 
     the repair or maintenance may last more than one year. 
*** Administrative: Expenses associated with the administration of a project and may not exceed 15 

percent of the total SNC grant request for direct and indirect costs.  
 

PROJECT LETTERS SUPPORT/OPPOSITION 
· Support  

o City of Nevada City 
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PROJECT PERFORMANCE MEASURES 
 
There are four Performance Measures common to all grants.  In addition, grantees are 
required to include between one and three project-specific measures.  Performance 
Measures listed here represent those proposed by applicants and may be modified 
through further discussion with SNC Staff.   
 

· Number of Collaboratively Developed Plans and Assessments   



Notice of Exemption    Appendix E 
 
To:  Office of Planning and Research  From: (Public Agency) Sierra Nevada Conservancy  
 PO Box 3044, 1400 Tenth Street, Room 212 11521 Blocker Drive, Suite 205  

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Auburn, CA 95603  
 
Project Title:  Environs Mining Legacy Assessment Project (SNC 805)  
 
Project Location – Specific: 
The project is located on a 38-acre parcel owned by the City of Nevada City (Assessor Parcel 
Number [APN] 05-100-87), immediately north and east of Providence Mine Road along the south 
side of Deer Creek, and adjacent to the Nevada City Sewage Treatment Plant.  The project site 
is approximately 0.5 mile west of State Route (SR) 20, approximately 0.5 mile west of downtown 
Nevada City, in Nevada County, California.  Nevada City US Geology Survey Quadrangle:  
Township 16 North, Range 8 East, Sections 11, 12, and 13.  
 
Project Location – City:  Nevada City     
Project Location – County:  Nevada     
 
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 
The Sierra Streams Institute is requesting $74,980 in funding from the Sierra Nevada 
Conservancy’s Proposition 84 Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, 
River and Coastal Protection Grant Program to prepare an assessment report addressing 
remaining mining waste drainages and discharges at the site, including analyzing drainage 
samples for mining contaminants (e.g., lead, cadmium, arsenic, etc.) and prepare a remediation 
plan for site clean-up.  In addition, the project will include identifying any studies needed for clean-
up compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The proposed project is 
located on a densely forested, 38-acre parcel that has been owned by the City of Nevada City 
since 1985.  
 
The proposed project is adjacent to the Providence Mine Brownfield Cleanup Site.  Providence 
Mine was one of the largest and most productive gold mines in the Sierra.  The property features 
the development of a trail system, which includes the Environs Trail.  The Environs Trail will 
ultimately connect to the Tribute Trail on the south side of Deer Creek via a new pedestrian bridge.  
During the development of the Environs Trail, previously unknown mine features were identified 
within the proposed project area.  These features include a drain tunnel and a discharge pipe 
coming from abandoned mineshafts.   
 
The  proposed project activities and future clean-up will serve to protect Deer Creek by identifying 
and evaluating sources of heavy metals resulting from historic gold mining practices, and planning 
for their remediation, identifying best management practices and ultimately  resulting in water 
quality improvements that extend to downstream waterways.  The proposed project would 
conduct field surveys of the project site and develop a sampling plan.  The proposed project would 
then sample soil and water in two mine waste piles, a mine drain tunnel and a discharge pipe.  
Based on these findings, a draft assessment report and a remediation plan would be developed 
to mitigate potential sources of heavy metals, including exposure to lead, cadmium, and arsenic.  
 
 



Sierra Nevada Conservancy  Notice of Exemption 
 2 Proposition 84 Grant Application No. 805 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Sierra Nevada Conservancy    
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Sierra Streams Institute  
 
Exempt Status: (check one) 

 Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15285); 
 Declared Emergency (Sec 21080(b)(3); 15269(2)); 
 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c); 
 Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Section 15306, “Information   

Gathering”   
 Statutory Exemptions. State code number:    

 
Reasons why project is exempt: 
The proposed Environs Mining Legacy Assessments Project is categorically exempt from the 
provisions of CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15306, Class 6, which permits basic 
data collection, research, and resource evaluation activities for information gathering purposes or 
as part of a study leading to an action which a public agency has not yet approved, adopted, or 
funded.  The project consists of collecting data to determine the health based risks, remediation 
actions and goals, final recommendations for any required clean-up of the property, and to 
determine the necessary steps to obtain CEQA clearance and required permits.  No significant 
adverse impacts to cultural or natural resources will occur as a result of the proposed project. 
 
Lead Agency Contact Person: Matthew Daley  
Area Code/Telephone/Extension: (530) 823-4698  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature:   Date:   Title:  Executive Officer  
  Jim Branham 
 

 Date Received for Filing at OPR: 
                               Revised 2005 
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