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Applicant:   Lassen Land and Trails Trust  
 
Project Title:   Upper Stevens Meadow Restoration Project    
 
Subregion:   North  
 
County:   Lassen 
 
SNC Funding:   $115,385.00 
 
Total Project Cost:  $123,000.00 
 
Application Number: 802 
 
Final Score:    90 
 

PROJECT SCOPE 
 
The Upper Stevens Meadow Restoration project is designed to protect a Sierra montane 
meadow that is threatened by lodgepole pine encroachment. This property, located in western 
Lassen County, is privately owned and is leased for cattle grazing and actively managed for 
timber resources, and has a conservation easement held by Lassen Land and Trails Trust.  
 
This restoration project will improve water quality in the Eagle Lake Watershed through the 
protection of this working landscape on upper Pine Creek, the primary tributary to Eagle Lake, 
while also preserving valuable wildlife habitat of the Sierra Nevada. This property provides 
numerous watershed benefits to the Eagle Lake Watershed, which is a crucial environmental, 
economic and cultural resource to the citizens of Lassen County and the northern Sierra 
Nevada, but encroaching conifer threatens to eliminate these resource services.  
 
Based upon an approved Non Industrial Timber Management Plan, Sierra Nevada Conservancy 
(SNC) grant funds will be used to remove encroaching lodgepole pine in the meadow area and 
monitor riparian corridor and montane meadow before and after treatments.  
 
After the conifer removal project, grantee will utilize a volunteer crew to assist with rehabilitation 
work and planting of native riparian plant species, as well as include this project in an education 
program to educate citizens about the importance of water and natural resources in the Sierra 
Nevada. Lodgepoles harvested from the site may be used to construct necessary fences at 
parking locations along the Modoc Line, a project the SNC previsously assisted, and may also 
be able to use chips as mulch to stabilize soils in the parking areas.  
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PROJECT SCHEDULE 
  

DETAILED PROJECT DELIVERABLES TIMELINE 
Establish monitoring protocols and photo points October – November 

2014 
Remove encroaching lodgepole pine within the meadow 
area. 

November – 
December 2014 

Final clean-up and removal of lodgepole seedlings by 
hand-pulling 

June – August  2015, 
August 2016 

Conduct post-treatment monitoring August 2015, 
August 2016 

Progress Reports February 28, 2015, 
August 30, 
2015,February 28, 
2016,August 30, 2016  

FINAL PAYMENT/FINAL PAYMENT REQUEST  December 31, 2016 
 

PROJECT COSTS 
 

PROJECT BUDGET CATEGORIES 
TOTAL SNC 

FUNDING 
Direct*  
     Project Management $13,000 
     Forest Treatment Work $93,000 
Indirect**   
     Monitoring $2,860 
     Supplies $1,000 
     Publications, Printing, Public Relations $500 
     Travel $1,200 
Administrative***  
 $3,825 
GRAND TOTAL   $115,385 

*    Direct: Direct costs are expenses necessary to acquire, construct, or to adapt property to a new or 
different use, or to improve property including land, buildings and equipment.  The property/expense 

     must have a useful life longer than one year. 
**  Indirect:  Expenses involve ongoing operations, repair or maintenance costs, regardless of whether 
     the repair or maintenance may last more than one year. 
*** Administrative: Expenses associated with the administration of a project and may not exceed 15 

percent of the total SNC grant request for direct and indirect costs.  
 

PROJECT LETTERS SUPPORT/OPPOSITION 
· Support 

o Lassen NF, Eagle Lake Ranger District 
o US Fish and Wildlife, Partners for Wildlife 
o Rosenberg Trust 
o UC Cooperative Extension; Lassen County 
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PROJECT PERFORMANCE MEASURES 
 
There are four Performance Measures common to all grants.  In addition, grantees are 
required to include between one and three project-specific measures.  Performance 
Measures listed here represent those proposed by applicants and may be modified 
through further discussion with SNC Staff.   
 

· Number of people reached 
· Dollar value of resources leveraged for the Sierra Nevada 
· Linear feet of streambank protected or restored 
· Acres of land improved or restored 

 



Notice of Exemption    Appendix E 
 
To:  Office of Planning and Research  From: (Public Agency) Sierra Nevada Conservancy  
 PO Box 3044, 1400 Tenth Street, Room 212 11521 Blocker Drive, Suite 205  

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Auburn, CA 95603  
 
Project Title:  Upper Stevens Meadow Restoration Project (SNC 802)  
 
Project Location – Specific: 
The project is located on a 640-acre private ranching/grazing property (Assessor Parcel Number 
[APN] 085-080-06) which is subject to a conservation easement in upper Stevens Meadow, 
immediately south of Forest Route 31N36, approximately four miles west of State Route (SR) 44, 
approximately 16 miles west of Eagle Lake, approximately 16 miles north of Lake Almanor, 
approximately 16.5 miles northeast of Chester, and approximately 28 miles northwest of 
Susanville, in Lassen County, California.   
 
Project Location – City:  Susanville and Chester    
Project Location – County:  Lassen     
 
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 
The Lassen Land and Trails Trust, the conservation easement holder, is requesting $115,385 in 
funding from the Sierra Nevada Conservancy’s Proposition 84 Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality 
and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Grant Program to implement the removal 
of encroaching lodgepole pine on approximately 90-acres of the 640-acre property along Pine 
Creek within Upper Stevens Creek Meadow in Lassen County.  The proposed project would 
remove encroaching lodgepole pine using both mechanical and hand treatment methods.  
Mechanical removal of lodgepole pine trees would take place on approximately 20-acres.  On the 
remaining 70-acres, the lodgepole pine trees would be harvested using hand treatment methods. 
The lodgepole trees would be used for a zigzag fence.  Harvested trees not needed for fencing 
would be chipped and transported to a biomass energy facility; however, these activities (chipping 
and transporting to a biomass energy facility) would provide off-set costs and are not part of the 
proposed project.  The encroaching lodgepole pine threatens to impair the plant community 
through altered hydrology, shade, and changing soil composition.  The loss of the meadow would 
impact Pine Creek, and ultimately Eagle Lake, by increasing water speed, erosion and sediment 
loads, flooding events, and would alter the native plant communities along the length of the 
stream.  Therefore, by removing the encroaching lodgepole pine trees, the proposed project 
would maintain the native meadow plant community, protect the vegetation along the banks of 
Pine Creek, and would improve water quality and wildlife habitat.   
 
The project site is subject to an approved Non-industrial Timber Management Plan which contains 
silvicultural prescriptions (timber harvest requirements) and provides protective measures for 
stream zones, cultural resources and special status plant and wildlife species. Any work within 
the watercourse and lake protection zone (WLPZ) would include hand treatments and would be 
seasonally limited.  No cultural resources are within the proposed project area.  The proposed 
project area provides some habitat for State and Federal special status species; however, as part 
of the treatment activities, pre-treatment surveys would identify plant and wildlife special status 
species in the treatment areas.  If special status plant species are identified, they would be flagged 
and avoided.  If special status wildlife species are identified, a buffer surrounding their activity 
locations would be provided and treatment activities would occur outside that buffer, allowing the 
treatment methods to avoid wildlife special-status species.   
 
The purpose of the proposed project is to restore and maintain the native meadow plant 
community in order for the montane meadow to function properly.  In a properly functioning 
meadow, the native sedges, willows and other species stabilize the stream bank and act as 
sponges to keep water available late into the season.  The loss of streamside vegetation leads to 



stream incisions, which in turn leads to a lower water table, further altering the vegetative 
community.  Protection of the meadow would ultimately provide healthier meadows, healthier 
streams, and healthier watersheds, and would protect existing natural resources from being 
altered by encroaching lodgepole pine and associated habitat degradation.  
 
Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Sierra Nevada Conservancy    
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Lassen Land and Trails Trust  
 
Exempt Status: (check one) 

 Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15285); 
 Declared Emergency (Sec 21080(b)(3); 15269(2)); 
 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c); 
 Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Section 15304, “Minor   

Alterations to Land”   
 Statutory Exemptions. State code number:    

 
Reasons why project is exempt: 
The proposed Upper Stevens Meadow Restoration Project is categorically exempt from the 
provisions of CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15304, Class 4, which permits minor 
public or private alterations in the condition of the land, water, and/or vegetation which do not 
involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except for forestry or agricultural purposes. The 
project consists of minor land alterations (mechanical and hand treatments of encroaching 
lodgepole pine) to maintain and improve the long-term viability of the montane meadow, including 
its hydrologic function.  The proposed project would improve the habitat quality and function of 
the montane meadow to help sustain forest and watershed health and contains measures to 
protect water quality, special status plant and animal species, and cultural resources in the project 
area.  No significant adverse impacts to natural or cultural resources will occur as a result of the 
project. 
 
Lead Agency Contact Person: Matthew Daley  
Area Code/Telephone/Extension: (530) 823-4698  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature:   Date:   Title:  Executive Officer  
  Jim Branham 
 

 Date Received for Filing at OPR: 
                               Revised 2005 

Sierra Nevada Conservancy  Notice of Exemption 
 2 Proposition 84 Grant Application No. 802 
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