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5. Narrative Descriptions 
 
a. Detailed Project Description 
 

 Project Description 
This Plumas County Fire Safe Council (PCFSC) proposed Hazardous 
Fuel Reduction (HFR) project on private lands requests funds for 
treatment of hazardous fuels, to create a fire resilient forest and 
community, for 20 landowners on 172 net acres. This project will reduce 
hazardous fuels, create fire resilient forests and reduce future wildfire 
impacts to the community and watersheds helping meet the SNC goals of: 
a) reducing the risk of damage from wildfires and protecting water and 
water quality in the event of a wildfire, b) aiding in the preservation of 
working landscapes, and c) assisting the economy of forest product 
utilization.  
 

 Project Summary 
This community Hazardous Fuel Reduction (HFR) project will treat 174 net 
acres. This project is immediately adjacent to Thompson Valley and 
Thompson Creek, in Central Plumas County, Township 24.N., Range 10 
E., Sections 20, 21, 27, 28 & 29, MDM.   This treatment will compliment 
120 acres of previously completed HFR, in April of 2010. When phase II is 
completed there will be 350 acres of forested lands and 41 contiguous 
parcels treated to a fire resilient condition, for approximately 2.5 miles 
along La Porte Road (see topo map), since 2006. Twenty-one landowners 
have signed on requesting PC FSC„s assistance for this second phase.  
 
Treatments will include biomass harvesting on 62 acres, which is 
estimated to generate 31 Thousand Board Feet (MBF) of sawlogs and 372 
Bone Dry Tons (BDT) of biomass chips, mastication on 43 acres and hand 
thinning, piling & burning on 69 acres.  Revenues from forest products and 
landowner cash contributions will be used as matching funds to 
accomplish treatments. Harvesting will be permitted with new THP 
Exemptions for a) Emergency Fire Prevention permit and b) Less than 
10% Dead, Diseased & Dying, (included with CEQA) and treatments 
accomplished with licensed operators under the supervision of a 
Registered Professional Forest, currently assigned to the project. PC FSC 
will also provide cash match for this project. 
 

 Environmental Setting 
Thompson Creek is a third order, Class I perennial watercourse that is 
tributary to the North Fork of the Feather River, and ultimately into Lake 
Oroville, a key component of the California State Water Project. All lands 
to be treated are private. There will be no change in land use, only a 
change in the potential for less damage to the watersheds, forests and 
habitats following treatment from a wildfire. There is extensive research 
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documenting the effectiveness of hazardous fuel reduction projects that 
reduce fire intensity and spotting to increase survivability to communities, 
provide positive benefits to our natural resources improve suppression 
success and provide a safer environment for firefighters. 
 
There have been numerous lightning & person caused fires within a 3-mile 
radius of the project area in the last 25-year period. Four large fires (>50 
acres) have occurred in the vicinity of the project area, in the last 100 
years, according to PNF records. The area is part of a 
"community−at−risk”, in the Wildland Urban Interface and is less than .5 
mile of US Forest Service administered public lands, as well as industrial 
and non-industrial forestlands.  
 
Fire Behavior modeling predicts both passive and active crown fires and 
surface flame lengths exceeding 8 feet, with extensive short range 
spotting under normal summer conditions.  Spotting distances up to 1/4 
mile, and further under strong wind conditions are normal. The project 
area is considered Very High according to CDF‟s latest Fire Hazard 
Severity Zoning Map.  

 
 

b. Workplan and Schedule 
Within 90 days of funding PC FSC, the current contracted Registered 
Professional Forester (RPF) and Plumas Corporation, our fiscal sponsor, will 
proceed to accomplish the following steps. 

 Landowner Agreements which outline rights and responsibilities, are signed 
by participating parties, are collected from participating landowners which 
allow fuels activities to occur on their private properties, noting that cash may 
be necessary (usually < $250 per acre) and that the revenues from the sale of 
any merchantable forest products (biomass or sawlogs) will be used for 
project in-kind purposes. Landowners also agree to keep their treated lands in 
a fire resilient condition as part of the signed agreement. 

 RPF‟s interact with the landowners, develop treatment prescriptions, mark 
trees, complete the layout, and develop treatment contract prospectus. 

 California‟s Forest Practice Rules govern activities with respect to cultural, 
protected species, and watercourses for fuel reduction associated with timber 
harvesting. Non- harvesting treatment methods utilize best forest practices by 
treatment contractors. 

 PC FSC then solicits qualified contractors by prospectuses that outline 
specified work and solicits bids. Prospectuses are posted on our website and 
contractors who have expressed interest in bidding on our projects are 
notified in mailings.  

 Bid Proposals from timber operators and fuel reduction contractors are 
solicited & awarded under the terms of a signed contract which has been 
approved by Plumas County‟s Counsel. All contractors retained are either 
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California Licensed Timber Operators (LTO‟s), when required, or have past 
experience in HFR activities as well as the appropriate insurance overages. 

 Contractors accomplish treatment under oversight of RPF‟s. Forest product 
revenues are returned directly to the project, through Plumas Corporation. 

 Where possible treatments maximize utilization of harvested materials as 
biomass chips for electrical power co-generation or as sawlogs. 

 Monitoring is accomplished by the Plumas County Fire Safe Council, RPF‟s, 
and landowners, with photo points (approx. 5-10 per project area) where pre 
and post treatment information on stand data, fire behavior characteristics is 
collected. 

 Project fiscal accountability is maintained by Plumas Corporation (our fiscal 
sponsor and a 501 (c) (3) organization) which completes quarterly and final 
reports, signs contracts, makes payments, collects revenues and landowner 
co-pays, provides complete monthly financial records for each project and an 
annual independent audit provided by a CPA. 

 
 

DETAILED PROJECT DELIVERABLES TIMELINE 

PC FSC, Plumas Corporation  & RPF - Prepare, Plan 
and manage the project.  Obtain signed landowner 
agreements, finalize prescriptions, and prepare 
treatment prospectuses.  8/2012 - 12/2014 

PC FSC & Plumas Corporation. - Provide quarterly and 
final reports, sign contracts, receive forest product 
receipts, pay contractors, collect landowner co-pays 
and provides complete monthly financial records for 
each project and an annual, independent audit provided 
by a CPA. 8/2012 - 12/2014 

RPF, PC FSC, Plumas Corporation & Licensed Timber 
Operator Biomass harvesting of 62 acres.  9/2012 - 12/2014 

RPF, PC FSC, Plumas Corporation & Licensed Timber 
Operator or experienced & qualified contractor - 
Mechanical mastication of 43 acres and hand 
thinning/piling burning on 69 acres. 9/2012 - 12/2014 

PC FSC, Plumas Corp. & RPF – Perform photo 
monitoring of treatment areas before, during & after 
treatment; prepare appropriate monitoring packages. 8/2012 - 12/2014 

 
 
c. Restrictions, Technical/Environmental Documents and Agreements 
    Agreements 

1) Project participants have already submitted a “Landowner Application” 
requesting assistance from PC FSC to participate in a Community HFR 
project and have their properties treated. A sample of the “Landowner 
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Application” and table of participants requesting assistance is included in 
Land Tenure. 

2) Prior to implementing treatments a signed “Landowner Agreement” 
(sample in Leases and Agreements) will be signed by every project 
participant.  NO work begins until this is completed. PC FSC is in the 
process of obtaining these agreements, as part of this SNC project. The 
“Landowner Agreement” was originally developed by Plumas County 
Counsel and has been used on 18 different projects to date. (Copy 
included in Agreements) 

3) Plumas Corporation, by agreement with PC FSC, conducts our financial 
and contractual business. (Copy of MoU included in Agreements) 
 

Permits/Coordination 

 Plumas County – No permits required- Planning Director & 
Environmental Health Service director regularly attend PC FSC meetings 
and are aware of the project. 

 Northern Sierra AQMD – Prior to any burning fuel treatment contractors 
will obtain an appropriate Air Quality Permit. 

 Cal Fire – PC FSC has retained a RPF for vegetation treatment on this 
project. THP Exemptions included and is the Project CEQA 

 CA Fish & Game – No streambed alteration, Ca Forest Practices rules for 
watercourse protection to be applied. Compliance requirements for T&E 
met with THP Exemptions. 

 State Office if Historic Preservation – Compliance requirements met 
with THP Exemptions. 

 U.S. National Resources Conservation Service – Has been contacted. 

 Feather River Resource Conservation District – A FRRCD Board 
member regularly attends PC FSC meetings & is aware of the project. 

 US Fish & Wildlife - Non-federal lands - T&E met with THP Exemptions. 
 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): 
PC FSC has Danielle Banchio, RPF #2808, to obtaining the necessary Timber 
Harvest Permits, completing CEQA and ensures project compliance of 
environmental protection elements as required by the California Board of 
Forestry with follow-up oversight from Cal Fire. 
 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
Not Applicable – All Private Lands. 

 
 
d. Organizational Capacity  

PC FSC started in 1998 and incorporated as a non-profit organization in 2002. 
The County Board of Supervisors and Cal Fire approved PC FSC‟s 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) in 2005.  In 2002 the Council 
began employing a wildfire planning professional (with 30 years experience) in 
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early 2002 as the PCFSC coordinator, to coordinate council activities, perform 
community education in wildfire planning, develop a CWPP, provide 
community assistance in developing wildfire mitigation projects and grant 
funding requests.  In 2004 a Memorandum of Understand was signed with 
Plumas Corporation, a non- profit economic development organization, to be 
the Council‟s fiscal sponsor. 
 
PC FSC and Plumas Corporation has managed 80 different grants since 2002, 
27 have been specifically for HFR projects. Funding sources have included 
National Fire Plan Funds through BLM, US Forest Service and the CFSC 
Clearinghouse; Secure Rural Schools HR2389 Title II; Plumas County Board 
of Supervisors Secure Rural Schools HR2389 Title III; California Prop 40 funds 
through Cal Fire; and Prop 84 funds through the Sierra Nevada Conservancy. 
Cash contributions and receipts from forest products have also been managed 
in each of the projects. 
This project will follow the same project implementation template that PC FSC 
used in La Porte Rd phase I and to has been successfully carrying out HFR 
projects since 2003 using a mix of funding sources. The Council has retained 
the services of six Registered Professional Foresters (RPF) to work on thirty 
(30) Hazardous Fuel Reduction projects involving approximately 2,500 acres, 
of private lands, throughout the County and presently has Danielle Banchio, 
RPF #2808RPF under contract for this project.  

 
e. Cooperation and Community Support  

This project was developed as a direct result of community interest, 
involvement and support. Initially there were seven landowners interested in 
obtaining PC FSC assistance in obtaining funding for Hazardous Fuel 
Reduction on their properties. Following a public community meeting PC FSC, 
using planning funds from the Board of Supervisors (HR 2389 Title III), 
developed a grant request to Cal Fire for Prop 40 funds. We were successful 
in obtaining funding for 100 acres of HFR in Phase I.  Upon funding a 
Registered Professional Forester (RPF) was hired to manage the project. After 
developing prescriptions, obtaining “Landowner Agreements” a prospectus 
solicited for experienced, licensed and qualified treatment contractors. Phase I 
has been completed and forest product revenues were sufficient enough to 
treat an additional 20 acres and some funds remain to be used as cash match 
for this request. 
 
As treatments were being accomplished, additional landowners seeing the 
benefits and outcomes, requested assistance and inclusion by approaching 
PC FSC and the RPF.  As a result of that interest PC FSC has 20 “Landowner 
Applications”, which has created this Project request for and additional 172 
acres in Phase II.  
 
Planning and preparation of the THP Exemptions, by the project RPF, for this 
Project‟s CEQA, was paid for with grant funds available to PC FSC from the 
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Board of Supervisors (HR 2389 Title III) and Sierra Nevada Conservancy. 
(#GO822001).   
 
Letters of Support 
Plumas County Board of Supervisors passed a Resolution Supporting this 
project. 
Plumas Corporation provided a Letter of Support for this project. 

 
f. Long-Term Management and Sustainability Narrative 

Because landowners have come to PC FSC requesting assistance to make 
their properties more fire resilient, they have expressed a concern for 
protecting their properties for the long term. They will be making contributions 
of forest products and cash, which demonstrate a commitment to the future by 
them. They will also be required under the terms of the “Landowner 
Agreement” to provide for the future maintenance of the project investment. 
 
The Project RPF will provide maintenance treatment options to landowners 
during the project and follow-up questions can be directed to PC FSC or the 
RPF.  It is likely that future mastication treatments may be necessary every 5-8 
years depending on re-growth. 
 
 

g. Performance Measures 
 

The following performance measure for this project will be: 
 

1) Number of jobs created- This project will directly generate 5.6 FTE‟s 
($20hr*2,080 hours) and indirectly assist the local economy by providing jobs 
for the local mill processing sawlogs and biomass, as well as support services 
for the equipment and laborers performing the treatment. 
 

2) Kilowatts of Renewable Energy Production – 372 BDT Biomass from this 
phase of the project will go to the SPI co-gen plant in Quincy. This will 
compliment the 571 BDT recovered and utilized in phase I.  This renewable 
resource contributes towards an overall reduction of power required from non-
renewable sources. 
 

3) Acres of Land Improved – This project phase will create an additional 172 
acres of treated lands and create a fairly contiguous 350 acres of treatment, 
going along the edge of Thompson Valley for approximately 2.5 miles (see 
map).  The project area is ranked as Very High according to Cal Fire„s Fire 
Hazard Severity Zoning Map. Treatments within the entire project area create 
fuel conditions to projected fire behavior condition of flame lengths less than 4 
feet.  A fuel condition that creates a fire resilient stand (with light surface fire 
only) and allows for survival of the remaining overstory conifer and oak 
vegetation.  



mission and goals. 
 
 
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Plumas County Fire 
Safe Council that this Board:  
1. Approves the submittal of an application for the La Porte Road II Hazardous 
Fuel Reduction project; and 
2. Certifies that Applicant understands the assurances and certification 
requirements in the application; and  
3. Certifies that Applicant or title holder will have sufficient funds to operate and 
maintain the resource(s) consistent with the long-term benefits described in 
support of the application; or will secure the resources to do so; and  
4. Certifies that Applicant will comply with all legal requirements as determined 
during the application process; and  
5. Appoints the Executive Director of Plumas Corporation, or designee, as agent 
to conduct all negotiations, execute and submit all documents, including but not 
limited to: applications, agreements, payment requests, and so on, which may be 
necessary for the completion of the aforementioned project(s).  
  
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Plumas County Fire Safe Council on the 8th day 
of December 2011. 
 


