Appendix B3
CEQA/NEPA Compliance Form
 (California Environmental Quality Act & National Environmental Policy Act)

Instructions: All applicants, including federal agencies, must complete the CEQA compliance section. Check the box that describes the CEQA status of the proposed project.  You must also complete the documentation component and submit any surveys, and/or reports that support the checked CEQA status. NOTE:  There is no page limit requirement on this form.  You may use the space you need to fully describe the CEQA/NEPA status of this project.  
If NEPA is applicable to your project, you must complete the NEPA section in addition to the CEQA section.  Check the box that describes the NEPA status of the proposed project.  Complete the documentation component and submit any surveys, and/or reports that support the NEPA status.
For both CEQA and NEPA, submittal of permits is only necessary if they contain conditions providing information regarding potential environmental impacts.
CEQA STATUS
(All applicants must complete this section)
Check the box that corresponds with the CEQA compliance for your project. The proposed action is either “Not a Project” under CEQA; is Categorically Exempt from CEQA; or requires a Negative Declaration, Mitigated Negative Declaration, or an Environmental Impact Report per CEQA.


 “Not a Project” per CEQA
1. Describe how your project is “Not a Project” per CEQA: 
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2. If appropriate, provide documentation to support the “Not a Project” per CEQA status.
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 Categorical Exemption or Statutory Exemption
If a project is categorically exempt from CEQA, all applicants, including public agencies that provide a filed Notice of Exemption, are required to provide a clear and comprehensive description of the physical attributes of the project site, including potential and known special-status species and habitat, in order for the SNC to make a determination that the project is exempt.  A particular project that ordinarily would fall under a specific category of exemption may require further CEQA review due to individual circumstances, i.e., it is within a sensitive location, has a cumulative impact, has a significant effect on the environment , is within a scenic highway, impacts an historical resource, or is on a hazardous waste site.  Potential cultural/archaeological resources must be noted, but do not need to be specifically listed or mapped at the time of application submittal.  Backup data informing the exemption decision, such as biological surveys, Cultural Information Center requests, research papers, etc. should accompany the full application.  Applicants anticipating the SNC to file an exemption are encouraged to conduct the appropriate surveys and submit an information request to an office of the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS).   
1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for claiming a Categorical or Statutory Exemption per CEQA: 
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2. If your organization is a state or local governmental agency, submit a signed, approved Notice of Exemption (NOE) documenting the use of the Categorical Exemption or Statutory Exemption, along with any permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been completed to support this CEQA status. The Notice of Exemption must bear a date stamp to show that it has been filed with the State Clearinghouse and/or County Clerk, as required by CEQA.
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3. If your organization is a nonprofit or federal agency, there is no other California public agency having discretionary authority over your project, and you would like the SNC to prepare a NOE for your project, let us know that and provide any permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been completed to support the CEQA status.  
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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ Negative Declaration OR
 Mitigated Negative Declaration 
If a project requires a Negative Declaration or Mitigated Negative Declaration, then applicants must work with a qualified public agency, i.e., one that has discretionary authority over project approval or permitting, to complete the CEQA process.  
1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for the use of a Negative Declaration or a Mitigated Negative Declaration per CEQA: 
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2. Submit the approved Initial Study and Negative Declaration/Mitigated Negative Declaration along with any Mitigation Monitoring or Reporting Plans, permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been completed to support this CEQA status.  The IS/ND/MND must be accompanied by a signed, approved Notice of Determination, which must bear a date stamp to show that it has been filed with the State Clearinghouse and/or County Clerk, as required by CEQA.

[image: image7]


 Environmental Impact Report 
If a project requires an Environmental Impact Report, then applicants must work with a qualified public agency, i.e., one that has discretionary authority over project approval or permitting, to complete the CEQA process.  
1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for the use of an Environmental Impact Report per CEQA: 
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2. Submit the Draft and Final Environmental Impact Report along with any Mitigation Monitoring or Reporting Plans, permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been completed to support this CEQA status.  The EIR documentation must be accompanied by a signed, approved Notice of Determination, which must bear a date stamp to show that it has been filed with the State Clearinghouse and/or County Clerk, as required by CEQA.

[image: image9]


NEPA STATUS
(Applicable to federal applicants, some tribal organizations, and applicants receiving federal funding or conducting activities on federal lands)

Check the box that corresponds with the NEPA compliance for your project.   
 Categorical Exclusion
1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for claiming a Categorical Exclusion per NEPA: 
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2. Submit the signed, approved Decision Memo and Categorical Exclusion, as well as documentation to support the Categorical Exclusion, including any permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been completed to support this NEPA status:
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 Environmental Assessment & Finding of No Significant Impact 
1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for the use of an Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact per NEPA: 
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2. Submit the signed, approved Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact along with any permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been completed to support this NEPA status.
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 Environmental Impact Statement 
1. Describe how your project complies with the requirements for the use of an Environmental Impact Statement per NEPA: 
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2. Submit the Draft and approved, Final Environmental Impact Statement, along with the Record of Decision and any permits, surveys, and/or reports that have been completed to support this NEPA status.
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