Sierra Nevada Conservancy-Progress Report

. Sierra Nevada Conservancy Grant Program
Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control
River and Coastal Protection Act of 2008 (Prdposition 84)

Grantee Name: Fire Safe Council of Nevada County

Project title: Nevada County {(FIRST) Defensible Space Recognition
& Home Tour

SNC Reference Number: SNC 070128 Submittal Date: April 6, 2012

Report Preparer: Joanne Drumimond Phone #: (530)272-1122

Check one: _ _
6-Month Progress Reports should reflect the
6-Month Progress Report previous six months, Final Reports should
XX Final Report reflect the entire grant period.

A. Progress Report Sumrﬁary: (Please provide a general description of work
completed during this reporting period.)

This final report covers the period September 30, 201 | through February 29,
2012, The committee met numerous times to finalize criteria, develop
promotional materials, review draft designs and conduct site evaluations of the
twelve homes nominated for the tour, Committee members include: Chief Tim
Fike, Nevada County Consolidated Fire Department, Lynn Lorensen, UC Master
Gardeners, Judy Scott, Lake Wildwood Firewise Committee, Karen Schimke,
retired Forest Service siviculturaist and Barbara Rivenes with The Sierra Club.
After evaluating the homes nominated, eight were determined to meet the
minimum requirements and would be featured on the tour,

Volunteer specialists provided interpretation of the individual home site features
to be given to tour guests on the home information sheets. Home sites offered
various focuses such as wildlife habitat, water conservation, passive solar for
energy conservation, a native forest setting, formal landscaped grounds, privacy
on a small lot, land stewardship beyond defensible space and a home shielded
from wildfire ember intrusion. The variety of the homes on tour was remarkable.
Please refer to the home tour guide and individual home fact sheets provided with
this report.

The tour was held on Saturday, February 18, 2012 from 12-4pm. We hosted over
100 people at the eight home sites, Some guests did not tour all sites, while other
did. We received several accolades from tour guests including a nice letter to the




editor of The Union newspaper in Grass Valley. We had eleven people sign up
for on-site home advisory visits at their own homes following the tour. Several
people asked if we would do it again because they enjoyed it so much.

. Deliverables or Qutcomes completed during this Reporting Period or
Milestones Achieved: (Include specific information, such as public meetings
held, agency participation, partnerships developed, or acres mapped, treated or
restored.)

We implemented the home tour and developed home site data sheets that continue
to be available on our website. We had volunteers from The Sierra Club, the US
forest service, the Audobon Society, individual homeowner associations and
Firewise Communities. Please see the attached hotne tour guide and home data
sheets attached.

. Challenges or Opportunities Encountered: (Please describe what has worked
and what hasn’t; include any solutions you initiated to resolve problems. If your
project is not on schedule, please explain why here.)

Even with getting this project off the ground late, we were able to fully implement
the vision of our grant proposal. We are fortunate to have a number of dedicated
volunteers to provide their time to make the tour a success. We were also grateful
for the strong response from our community, Our cominittee felt it may be
difficult to get people on board, so they offered cash prizes as an incentive due to
the current economy. The homes selected were within an easy 2-3 hour drive
around the town centers of Grass Valley and Nevada City. One challenge was
putting up and taking down the signs — due to our rural geography, a tremendous
number of signs needed to be posted for diréctional purposes and then taken down
again after the event. This was much more labor intensive that originally
anticipated and due to having over 200 signs to post, took staff time in addition to
volunteers to make it happen in a timely fashion for the day of the event.

The board of directors of the council is considering hosting the tour again with
undesignated donations considering the stroig response from those who attended.
Staff is providing a cost breakdown for consideration in the 2012-2012 fiscal year
budget.

. Unanticipated Successes Achieved: (Please describe any additional successes
beyond completing scheduled tasks or meeting scheduled milestones.)

We were pleased to receive multiple stories in The Union newspaper in Grass
Valley. While we provided paid advertising to recruit homeowners and promote
the tour itself, we did not anticipate obtaining such strong local media support of




the event. We were also featured on the KNCO Master Gardener’s radio talk

show promoting the tour.

E. Compare Actual Costs to Budgeted Costs: (Please refer to your grant
agreernent to list your deliverables/budget categories and budgeted costs

compared to actual costs incurred during this reporting period in the table below.)

PROJECT BUDGET Budgeted SNC Dollars Actual Grant
CATEGORIES Dollars.
Coordination of committee $1,000 $1047.59
Home site inspections $1,000 $1047.59
Ads, signs, guides $15,450 $10290.55
Administration $550 $605.00
GRAND TOTAL $18,000 $12990,73

Explanation: (if needed)

Expenditures from July 1, 2008 through February 29, 2012,

. Do you have information to report on the project-specific Performance
Measures for your praject? (If so, please list the Performance Measures below
and describe your progress.)

The tour featured eight homes as was projected in our grant proposal. Attendance
was less than projected at 100. Volunteer commitment and homeowner
participation was strong and exceeded our expectations.

. Were there any other relevant materials produced under the terms of this
Agreement that are not a part of the budgeted deliverables? If so, please
attach copies. (Include digital photos, maps, media coverage of project, or other
work products.)

We havc attached the tour guide; home site data sheets, media coverage and
participant feedback. The educational materials continue to be available online at
our website; www.areyoufiresafe.com

. Next Steps: (Work anticipated in the next 6 months, including location and
timing of any scheduled events related to the project.)

We will continue to evaluate hosting the tour without grant funding in the 2012-
2013 fiscal year due to the strong support from our community and the board of
directors for the program.
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From Yubahet.com

REGIONAL

2012 Firewise Living Award Winners
Authar: Fire Safe Council of Nevada County {(FSCNQ)
Published on Feb 16, 2012 - 3:55:48 PM

{Grass Valley, CA, February 15, 2012} The Fire Safe Council of Nevada
County has announced the 2012 Firewlse Living award winnars, The

H concept of Firewise Living represents fiving In harmony with nature,
including wildiire. Home sites were nominated for evaluation based on
access, defensible space and a structure equipped to withstand firebrands,
Additional consideratlons were given to land stewardship beyond 100 feet,
wildlife habltat, solf and water conservation and the aesthefles of framing the
home,

Over a dozen homes wers nominated for consfderation and award
racognition, Eight homes will be featured on the free seif-gulded tour for the
public to learn more about effectlve defenslble space and the additional
measures that may be taken to protect your home from wildfire, The tour
takes place Saturday, February 48th from hoon to 4pim, Depending on how
B Jong you visit each homo, the tour shauld take between two and three hours.

The grand prize winner is located in the Banner Mountain Homaowner's Association Firewise Gommunity on Banner Mouintain
Trail. Councll Executive Director, Joanne Diummond, sald "We're proud to showcase such prime examples of Firewise living
In Nevada County. The Firs Safe Councll assists communities in attalning the national recognition as part of our misslon.”

The second prize winner Is located in the Greater Gement Hill Melghborhood Assoclation which is currently undergoing the
Firewisa cartification process on Bodie Ridge Road. The third prize winner is located on Deer Creek Park Drive. A cash award
of $500 Is glven Lo the grand prize winner, with the others receiving $250 and $100 respectively.

‘The tour Is funded by a generous grant from the Slerra Nevada Conservancy and sponsored by The Union newspaper. To
download your tour gulde and driving directions or for more Information on the Fire Safe Gouncll go to

www.arevoufiresafe.com or phone (530) 272-1122.

© Copyright YubaNet.com
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SUBMITTED T0 THE UNION

Nevada County on the free
2012 Fiewise Living Tour
. hoon to 4 p.m. Saturday for
some  examples it Nevada
County of living in - harmony
*with nature, incleding wildfire.
Wildfire is the number one
natural  hazard in  Nevada
County. Insiwance companies
are requiring homeowhers to
méet the requirements of the
state faw PRC 4291 for defensi-
ble space to retain coverage.-
Being Firewise includes
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considerations such as* good
access to your property, a hotne
that is shiclded from ember
intyusion ‘and living in harmony
with the natural environment.
Marny homeowners are cori-
fused and believe that meeting
the PRC ‘4291 requirement und
being Fivewise méans that all
vegetation within 100 feet must
be removed from around their
home — this is not true,
Effective defensible space
should be aesthetically pleasing
and support wildlife while miti-
gating the wildfie hazard,
Defensible space can be 2

Vst

“foramore Information on the:
FlreSafe Council's 2012.:."

Flrewise Living Tour{ including
a'map of the elght featored
hoimes..

-

confusing concept to relate
through woids o disgrams.

~ The Firewise Living Tour
allows the community to view
various examples of effective
defensible space in the commu-
nity and honor those who have
worked to find a balance

‘tem health, -

6 space.with clearing ardiind the structure, ha tree, debiis on the ¥aaf aid no elytte

hetween, fixe safety ond Ecol“i)'S“

The eight homes featured
on the self~guided tour provide a
wide variety of examples of
Firewise living, -

Home scttings vary from an
oak woodlard to chaparral and
mixed conifer forest.

Information sheets will be
available at the different sites and
include additional education on
topics relating to each site such
as wildlife habitat, fice construc
tion' getrofitting, hiydrology and
foresty. 88 of 95
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Firewise Living

Award winners

SUBMITTED TO THE UNION
- "The Fire Safe Council of

Nevada County has announced "

the 2012 Firewise Living award

winners, .
The concépt of Firewise

Living eépresents living in hai-.

mony with nature, including
wildfire, Hoime sites were norni-
nated for evahmtion hased on
access, defensible space and a
structure equipped to withstand
firebeands,

Additional considerations
were given to Iand_stewards_hip
beyond 100 feet, wildlife hiabitat,
soil and water conservation and
the nesthetics of framing the
home,

Over a dozen homes were
nominated for consideration and
award recognifion, Eight homes
will be featured on the frée self-
guided tdur for the public -to
learn more shout effective defen-
sible space .and the: additiondl
measures that dy be taker to
protect your home from wildfire,
The tour takes place noon to 4
p-m. Saturday. Depending on
how long you visit each home,
the tour should take between
two and three hours,

The grand prize winner is

Iocated in thie Banier Msuntain
Homeowner's' | Association
Firewise Cofmurity on Bunier
MountainTril, .

“We're.proud to showease

- such prime exqmples of Ficewise

living ‘in Nevada -Covirity? said
Council ":Exééutive ' Director
Joanne Drunmond. “The Fire
Safe Council assists communi-
ties in attaining the national
recognition as part of our mis-
stop.”

"The sceond-prize winoer is
located in the Greater Cement
Hill Neighborhood Association
which is currently undesgoing
the Firewise certification process
on Bodie Ridge Road. The third
prize winner is located on Deer
Creek Park Drive,

A cash avard of $500 is giv-
en to the grand prize winneg
with the others receiving $250
and $100 respectively.

The tollzsigifdediby: &
generous grant frorh: the Stetr
Nevada Copservancy and spon-
sored by The Union newspaper.
"~ To download your tour
guide and driving directions or
for more information on the Fire
Safe Council go to WWW.aEey~
oufiresafe.com or phone (530)
272-1122.
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fo withstand flre~
Addltional ‘consld
“lan

publlc to learm more about ef-
fectiye defensible space and
e additional measures that
_:may be taken‘to protect your

dfy 18t trom'io6n o 4pm.
Depending on how long you
visit each home, the tour

aifv |
FireWise Commumty oin Ban-
0 Motintalit Trall.  Gotnell
Executfve Director, ' Joanne
Drumiviond, sald "We" 18 proud
t0 shbiwease such prime ex-
athples of Frewise living In
Nevada County. The Fire Safe
Council assists communities In
aﬂalnlng the nationa{ Jecogni-

*tion &s part of.6 ol trisgion.”

Tha second prize winner Is
located in the Greater Cement
Hill Neighborhaod Association
which Is eurrently undergo-

Award Winners

fer is ldcéted on h Debi’ Creak
Palrk Drive, ~ A Gasty award of
$500 is given to the grand
prizé wifiner, with the others
receiving $250 and $700 ie-
spectively, =

The tour Is fuidéd by a
generous grant from the Si-

erra Nevada * Conservanty -

and sponsored by The Unlon
newspaper, To download your
tour guide and dr]vlng direc~
tiong or for more Information
on the F!re Safe Councn go'to

phone (530} 272:1122,
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That plcdgé served us we]l
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mg a Great Depressxon a.nd o
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To suggest that up until
thit signing we \M‘:re a nahon
under nothmg is ignorant and
msultmg to those who fought,
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'Iéachcrs * Enc Taylor and John
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