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STATE OF CALIFORNIA  
SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY 

 
Sierra Nevada Conservancy Grant Program 

Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control,  
River and Coastal Protection Act of 2006 (Proposition 84) 

 
Applicant:    THE PACIFIC FOREST TRUST 
 
Project Title: LEMON CANYON RANCH  
 
Application Number:      SNC 080132 
 
 

PROJECT SCOPE 
 
This project is located in the Sierra Valley in Sierra County near the town of Sierraville and is 
adjacent to both the Tahoe National Forest and a conservation easement on a neighboring 
ranch. Acquisition of the 1400 acre conservation easement for Lemon Canyon Ranch will result 
in 5,800 contiguous acres of protected working landscapes, and wildlife habitat and further 
protection for the headwaters of the Middle Fork of the Feather River. Approximately 3.5 miles 
of Lemon Creek and its tributaries flow through the ranch, which also offers an elevation 
gradient corridor from the valley floor to upland forests for various species. The ranch will 
continue to actively graze cattle and manage timber production within the easement boundaries. 
The easement acquisition will permanently conserve 1400 acres, protecting streams other 
watershed features, natural resources from the adverse impacts of loss of a working landscape 
or development. 
 
 
Outcomes delivered through the SNC grant: 
 

• Acquisition of a conservation easement on 1400 acres (Sierra County APNs 018-030-
002, 018-030-005, 018-030-006) providing permanent protection of the natural 
resources on the property.   

 
Additional project benefits:   
 

• Protection of water quality of the Feather River Watershed 
• Protect important wildlife habitat 
• Promote the use of sustainable grazing and timber practices  

 
PROJECT SCHEDULE 

  
DETAILED PROJECT DELIVERABLES TIMELINE
SNC Grant Authorization  The Project Schedule will be 

set at the time the agreement 
is finalized.  

Start: Escrow Instructions & Preliminary Title Report  
Complete Baseline Conditions Report 
Complete Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Report 
Complete Conservation Easement Document & Monitoring 
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Protocol 
Submit Progress Report to SNC 
Secure Funding from SNC 
Review of Transaction Documents by SNC  
Secure Funding from WCB 
Close Escrow and Record Conservation Easement 
Erect Signage and Send out Press Release 
Final Report / Final Payment Request 
Conduct First Annual Monitoring Visit 

 
 

SNC PORTION OF PROJECT COSTS 
 

PROJECT BUDGET CATEGORIES TOTAL SNC FUNDING
SNC portion of conservation easement purchase price $ 500,000
Total SNC Funding   $ 500,000

 
 

OTHER FUNDING SOURCES 
ORGANIZATION AMOUNT
United Independent Title Company  $         2,000
Wildlife Conservation Board / Private 
Foundations/ Seller  

1, 450,000

TOTAL $ 1,452,000
 
 

PROJECT SUPPORT LETTERS 
• None  

 
 

PROJECT PERFORMANCE MEASURES 
 

There are four Performance Measures common to all grants.  In addition, grantees are 
required to include between one and three project-specific measures.  Performance 
Measures listed here represent those proposed by applicants and may be modified through 
further discussion with SNC staff. 

 
• Acres of land conserved  
• Linear Feet of Stream Bank Protected   


