
    

PAGE 1 OF 2 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA  
SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY 

 
Sierra Nevada Conservancy Grant Program 

Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control,  
River and Coastal Protection Act of 2006 (Proposition 84) 

 
Applicant:    CALIFORNIA RANGELAND TRUST 
 
Project Title: CRT CONSERVATION EASEMENT GRANT REQUEST –  

MADDALENA RANCH 
 
Application Number:      SNC 080127 
 
 

PROJECT SCOPE 
 
The Maddalena Ranch Conservation Easement project is located near the town of Sierraville in 
Sierra County.  The 1200 acre working cattle ranch is situated at the southwestern part of the 
Sierra Valley, an important part of the Feather River watershed. It includes portions of three 
perennial streams and provides habitat for three species of concern. It also provides habitat 
connectivity from the Valley floor to forested uplands. Development pressure from the 
Reno/Sparks and the Tahoe/Truckee/area represents the potential for loss of working 
landscapes in the area. The project will put 743 acres of the ranch under the protection of a 
conservation easement, resulting in the protection of habitat, wetlands, streams, and other 
watershed features.   
 
Outcomes delivered through the SNC grant: 
 

• Acquisition of a conservation easement on 743 acres (Sierra County APN 013-090-010, 
013-110-122, 013-110-123) providing permanent protection of the natural resources 
within its boundaries.   

 
Additional Project benefits:  
 

• Protection of watershed resources, including wildlife habitat  
• Preserves a working cattle ranch landscape, thereby strengthening the economic base 

for cattle ranching in the Sierra Valley 
 

PROJECT SCHEDULE 
  

DETAILED PROJECT DELIVERABLES TIMELINE
SNC Grant Authorization  The Project Schedule will be 

set at the time the agreement 
is finalized.  

Start: Escrow Instructions & Preliminary Title Report  
Complete Baseline Conditions Report 
Complete Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Report 
Complete Conservation Easement Document & 
Monitoring Protocol 
Submit Progress Report to SNC
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Secure Funding from SNC 
Review of Transaction Documents by SNC 
Secure Funding from WCB or alternative funding source 
Close Escrow and Record Conservation Easement 
Erect Signage and Send out Press Release 
Final Report / Final Payment Request 
Conduct First Annual Monitoring Visit 

 
 

SNC PORTION OF PROJECT COSTS  
 

PROJECT BUDGET CATEGORIES TOTAL SNC FUNDING
SNC portion of Conservation Easement Acquisition Funds   $        873,000
Escrow Fees, Title Insurance, Closing Costs  6,000
Rangeland Trust Directly Related Administrative Costs 35,000.00
Rangeland Trust Performance Measures & Reporting 1,000
Rangeland Trust Hard Costs 1,000
SNC GRANT TOTAL $ 924,000 

 
 

OTHER FUNDING SOURCES  
ORGANIZATION  AMOUNT 
Sierra Business Council (SBC) $    7,200
SBC or other funding source 15,000
Wildlife Conservation Board or other  327,000
TOTAL  $ 349,200

 
 

PROJECT SUPPORT LETTERS 
 

• California Cattlemen’s Association 
• Paul Hardy, Feather River Land Trust  
• California Department of Fish and Game 

 
 

PROJECT PERFORMANCE MEASURES 
 

There are four Performance Measures common to all grants.  In addition, grantees are 
required to include between one and three project-specific measures.  Performance 
Measures listed here represent those proposed by applicants and may be modified through 
further discussion with SNC staff. 

 
• Acres of Land Conserved 
• Linear feet of Stream Bank Protected  


