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	A. Block Grants  
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	C. Application Checklist
	(a) Project Quality and Readiness (Maximum of 20 points)
	i. General Description
	ii. Workplan and Schedule
	iii. Budget
	iv. Status of restrictions, technical documents, and agreements
	v. Long-Term Management
	(b) Land and Water Benefits (Maximum of 30 Points) 
	i. Describe how the project contributes to the protection and restoration of rivers, lakes and streams, their watersheds and associated land, water, and other natural resources.  Include how the project provides direct, indirect, and long term benefits; avoids adverse impacts; and addresses existing or potential threats to water and watersheds and other natural resources.  When appropriate, refer to performance measures (described in Appendix C of the GAPs) to help describe and quantify benefits.
	ii. Describe the sustainability of the project in the context of the surrounding watershed and land uses, including the potential impacts to the surrounding watershed and lands, and the potential impact that future activities on the surrounding watershed and lands may have on the project area.  
	iii. If applicable (depending on project type and purpose), describe the extent to which project activities could have an impact on carbon sequestration, as a means of addressing the impacts of climate change in the Sierra and the rest of California.
	(c) SNC Program Goals (Maximum of 30 points)
	i. Describe how the project addresses one or more of the SNC program goals listed below.  Identify the primary goal(s), as well as any secondary goals, addressed by the project:
	(d) Cooperation and Community Support (Maximum of 10 points) 
	i. Describe demonstrated community support and project partners.  Letters of support or other indications of support are encouraged, but optional.  However, to be considered for the purpose of scoring they must be included in the application and written on the supporting agency’s or organization’s letterhead.
	ii. Describe the efforts to include various stakeholders in planning and/or implementation of the project. 
	1. Consultation and cooperation with local, state, and federal agencies, including methods used to solicit participation. 
	2. The use of stakeholders in designing and/or implementing the project, including methods used to solicit participation.  Describe the involvement of youth in the project, if appropriate.
	iii. Describe any known project opposition with an explanation of the nature of the concerns, and any efforts that have been taken to address the concerns.  
	iv. Explain how the project will provide educational opportunities about the Sierra Nevada, the SNC, and the project area for children, schools, and communities.
	v. Describe the compatibility of the project with plans including, but not limited to, general plans, recreation plans, urban water management plans, integrated regional water management plans, community wildfire protection plans, and resource conservation plans, as well as the potential impact these plans may have on the long-term sustainability of the project.
	vi. Explain how the benefits of the completed project would be communicated to local and regional media; elected and agency officials from within the region; elected and agency officials from outside the region; non governmental and business partners; and others. 
	(e) Project Design, Management, and Sustainability (Maximum of 10 points)
	i. Describe the capability of applicant and/or partners to provide for all relevant aspects of an integrated management process that includes project planning, acquisition, restoration, monitoring, operation, and maintenance.  This should include a description of your organization’s structure, longevity, staffing, capability, and experience.  The applicant should demonstrate that staff or partners involved in the project will utilize all the applicable basic elements of a project management process.  Provide information on the following: 
	(a) The appropriate up-front planning that demonstrates the project need
	(b) The expertise needed to complete the project within the applicant’s or its partners’ organization
	(c) Utilizing appropriate design to obtain maximum sustainability of the proposed project
	(d) A demonstrated ability to design the project to minimize impact to the natural and cultural resources
	(e) Construction techniques that utilize aesthetic design and compatible or renewable material resources (for site improvement/restoration projects)
	(f) A monitoring and maintenance process that keeps the proposed project at intended standards and utilizes performance measures (listed in Appendix C of the GAPs) as appropriate.
	(f) Final Ranking 
	Letters of support or other indications of support are optional; however, to be considered for the purpose of scoring they must be included in the application on the supporting agency’s or organization’s letterhead.  In addition, applications that include a project-specific resolution of support from the affected city and/or county, and, if appropriate, water agency, may be deemed to have met the SNC’s requirement to cooperate and consult with local agencies.  
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